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TECHNIQUES IN PROTEIN BIOSYNTHESIS, Vol. 2. By P. N. Campbell and
J. R. Sargent. New York, Academic Press, 1969. 273 pp. $12.00.
This book is volume 2 in a series intended to introduce methods used
in the study of protein biosynthesis. The present volume includes chap-
ters on the genetic approach to the study of protein biosynthesis in plant
systems, analysis of polysomes, fractionation of ribosomal proteins, animal
operative techniques, and the use of sources of high energy phosphate.
Inevitably, there is overlap with standard works, such as Methods in
Enzymology. However, this volume contains much valuable material
that supplements and complements other standard texts.
The chapter by Hans Noll on the analysis of the structure and func-
tion of polysomes contains a detailed and exact description of the well
thoughtout approaches used in the author's laboratory, and is valuable
reading for students of biochemistry of all ages. The chapter on animal
operative techniques is brief but informative for someone not particularly
involved in this work. The chapter on protein biosynthesis gives a fairly
extensive introduction to this area. The chapter on the genetic approach
to protein biosynthesis is a very brief overview of the field that could
well occupy a large volume itself. Also, inevitably, it does not contain
much of the newest advances in fundamental understanding of this area.
Nevertheless, it is a chapter that would be particularly valuable for
students taking an introductory course in molecular biology or biochem-
istry. The chapter on fractionation of ribosomal proteins was informative
but did not include a discussion of the recent substantial advances in
fractionation and characterization of E. coli, and as such, is somewhat
out of date.
Overall, this is a valuable reference volume to have for workers in
this field, and certain of the chapters would be recommended for reading
in graduate courses in biochemistry and molecular biology.
SHERMAN M. WEISSMAN
HORMONAL CONTRACEPTION. By Jiirgen Haller. Los Altos, California,
Geron-X, Inc., 1969. 288 pp. $12.00. Translated by Herbert Gottfried,
from the second edition of Ovulationshemitmung durch Hormone.
During the mid-1960's it was common for pharmaceutical houses to
put out contraceptive pills that were virtually the same as other successful
medications produced by competing firms. In many instances this did not
necessarily add to the competence of contraception control but rather
allowed sharing of a market that was so financially attractive. Very little
difference, if any, could be noted among the various preparations that
stampeded into public domain. A similar situation exists now in books
describing hormonal contraception. A case in point is Hormnonal Con-
traception, by Jiirgen Haller, which reviews the subject of hormonal
contraceptives primarily from the point of view of steroidal inhibition of
ovulation. Its first German edition appeared in 1965. It merited and re-
ceived very favorable attention. However, this 1968 revision, which is
only now available in English, adds little to what has already been
covered extensively by equally knowledgeable authors such as Goldzieher,
Drill, Pincus, Tyler, Diczfalusy, Kistner, and others. Futhermore, the
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translation yields a style of presentation that is often stilted and awkward.
A partially redeeming feature, and perhaps unique in this kind of publi-
cation, is a 60-question-and-answer chapter which gives a rapid and
practical orientation to the physician prescribing these pills and the patient
receiving them. Despite this pleasant surprise, the book in general does
not add to what is already known and available in a variety of better
written volumes.
NATHAN KASE
COMMUNITIES AND ECOSYSTEMS. By Robert H. Whittaker. Current Con-
cepts in Biology Series. New York, The Macmillan Company, 1970. 162
pp. $3.95 (paperbound).
This book concerns the structure of natural communities, the function
of ecosystems, and the problems of man's relations to the biosphere. It is
a companion volume to The Ecology of Populations. The biosphere is
defined as man's environment, which man is now altering in ways dis-
advantageous to himself; the study of living systems in relation to en-
vironment is the science of ecology. Major subjects of chapters deal with:
community structure and composition; communities and environments;
production (measurement, on land, marine); cycling and pollution;
human ecology. Numerous figures and tables illustrate the text, and there
are many valuable references.
The auther points out that it may be only realism to judge that the
difficult problems of human ecology are not now soluble without popula-
tion control. There are rapidly intensifying, interlocking factors, with
development of restraints on population and technological abuse to be con-
sidered in the solution of environmental problems:
Such is one of the objectives of ecology. These objectives include
knowledge of adaptation and population process, appreciation and
understanding of natural communities and the evolution of organisms
in them, comprehension of the function of ecosystems and the bio-
sphere, and contribution to a wiser and more understanding, long-
term management of natural communities and environment in rela-
tion to human needs.
IRA VAUGHAN HISCOCK
MEN, MONEY, & MEDICINE. By Eli Ginzberg, with Miriam Ostow. New
York, Columbia University Press, 1969. 291 pp. $8.50.
The authors have presented a synopsis of the present and potential dif-
ficulties confronting the health industry, rather than an in-depth study
of the conflicts. The scope of material dealt with is broad, the analysis of
the various topics cursory. As such, the book may best serve a general
professional and lay readership wishing to gain some perspective on the
area without being burdened with weighty detail. Several of the points are
made repetitively in the essays that comprise this work; the essays them-
selves suffer from a lack of continuity.
It was my hope when I chose to review this book written by the noted
economist interested in manpower development that I would encounter a
well-documented discussion of several of the economic and service dilem-
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